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ABSTRACT: Multilevel neutral point clamped (NPC) inverter systems are increasingly used in load compensation 
applications. However, the most significant problem associated with these compensators is the capacitor voltage imbalances 
and drift due to dc components in the zero sequence current, resulting in degradation of tracking performance of the voltage 
source inverter. This paper proposes a carrier-based pulse width modulation control for an inverter-chopper circuit in order to 
regulate the capacitor voltages to their reference values. To demonstrate the simplicity and effectiveness of the aforementioned 
control scheme, a three-phase four-wire five-level NPC compensator system is taken as an example. 
  
KEYWORDS: Distribution Static Compensator (DSTATCOM), hysteresis band current control, instantaneous symmetrical 
component theory, voltage source inverter (VSI). 
 

I.INTRODUCTION 

Multilevel neutral point clamped (NPC)inverters are becoming increasingly popular in widespread applications [1], [2].In 
order to achieve different voltage levels, the inverters rely on split-capacitor configurations. Due to various reasons like 
unequal capacitance leakage currents, asymmetrical tracking of current, unequal delays in semiconductor devices, the presence 
of dc components in the neutral current, etc., the capacitor voltages drift away from the reference values, degrading the 
performance of the inverter. A number of techniques have been suggested in literature to overcome this dc voltage imbalance 
problem in the capacitors. A carrier based pulse width modulation method is attempted for voltage balancing in flying-
capacitor inverters, as suggested in [3].However, voltage balancing is easier in flying-capacitor configuration than in diode 
clamped inverters because of the absence of leg-voltage redundancies in diode clamped inverters. The advantage of redundant 
switching states is exploited in [4]–[6] to counter the drift in capacitor voltages. Some techniques require the switching of 
appropriate space vectors for balancing [7]–[10]. However, low modulation index and power factors limit the voltage control. 
Most of the aforementioned methods can correct only minor imbalances in the voltages and are not suitable for load 
compensation applications. This is due to the requirement that the compensator currents tracked by the compensator have to 
closely follow the reference instantaneously .Hence, the switching states of the inverter operated in the current controlled mode 
are exclusively governed by the current controller, and it may not be possible to command the switching state, which can 
counter the voltage imbalance. An elegant way of paralleling the capacitor cells to balance the charges has also been attempted 
[11]. However, this technique, when applied to a load compensation application, requires a combination of eight switches for 
paralleling using an auxiliary capacitor, to enable bidirectional transfer of energy.  

A method of achieving both voltage balance as well as power factor correction capacity is presented in[12]. However, this 
capability is obtained only with a back-to-back connection of a multilevel rectifier with the multilevel inverter. Balancing issue 
in a diode clamped multilevel inverter has been approached by the use of one leg in a conventional two-level mode, which 
compromises on the utilization of multilevel modulation potential [13].Ensuring that the active power absorptions equal to the 
losses in each H-bridge inverter so that voltage drift is prevented is discussed in [14].However, balancing in H-Bridge 
inverters, using a single dc storage capacitor for each inverter bridge ,is much easier than in split capacitors used in diode 
clamped inverters. The split capacitors involve the problem of maintaining the total, as well as individual voltages, constant. 
An inverter-chopper circuit has also been suggested for a load compensation application to achieve equalization of capacitor 
voltages [15].Common mode voltage elimination with dc link balancing is discussed in [16],which uses a balancing circuit 
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similar to the one discussed in[15]. This circuit is the simplest topology requiring only two switches and an inductor for charge 
balancing. This inverter chopper configuration extended to higher levels is discussed in [17]. 

An essential requirement for a high band width current controlled voltage source inverter (VSI) is that the capacitor 
voltages must be regulated to the same reference voltage Vdcref. However, the voltage imbalance is of minor nature whenever 
the zero sequence current in the neutral wire contains only ac components. However, the imbalance problem is compounded 
when the neutral current contains dc components. The injection of a dc component of current through the capacitors has the 
effect of charging one of the capacitors above its reference value and discharging the other below the reference value. The 
polarity of the dc current determines which one of the capacitors would charge and the other discharge. Hence, apart from 
resulting in dangerously high voltages across some of the switches ,the performance of the compensator also suffers 
degradation, due to the loss of its tracking ability. The two- quadrant chopper used to maintain equalized voltage across the 
capacitors is shown in Fig. 1 and consists of two switches, each with an anti parallel diode and an inductor connected between 
the midpoint of the capacitors and the chopper leg. The fundamental principle governing the working of chopper is the transfer 
of energy from one capacitor to another, whenever the voltage of one is greater than the other.  

The chopper inductor aids in the transfer of this energy. As an example, if it is assumed that there is a positive dc 
component in the neutral current, it is evident that Vdc2 will become greater thanVdc1 over time. Hence, in order to equalize 
the voltages, the switch Sn is operated so that energy is transferred from the bottom capacitor to Lch. Once the switch Sn is 
turned off, the energy in the inductor is transferred to the top capacitor through the anti parallel diode Dp. Similarly, for a 
negative dc component, Vdc1 will become greater thanVdc2, requiring the operation of switch Sp and diode Dn. various control 
strategies like single pulse control, multi-pulse control, and proportional–integral (PI) duty cycle control schemes are suggested 
to control the chopper [15]. However, all these strategies require the state model of the chopper circuit. The time for which 
each of these chopper switches must be on and off requires solution to the state equations and inversion of the state transition 
matrix. These complex computations have to be executed repeatedly in order to regulate the capacitor voltages to the desired 
reference values. Therefore, there is a need to evolve a simple control strategy to automatically regulate these voltages, without 
complex computations. This paper focuses on a simple carrier-based error control of the chopper, resulting in a constant 
frequency operation. Other issues, such as the carrier frequency used and derivation of the average neutral current magnitude 
responsible for the voltage drift in diode clamped inverters, are also discussed. 

An example of a three-phase four-wire compensated system is taken for a load compensation application. The compensator 
is realized using a three-level three-leg NPC VSI, as shown in Fig. 1. Each leg consists of four switches and two clamping 
diodes. Each of the switches consists of an anti parallel diode connected 
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Table 1: Five Level Inverter Output Voltage, Corresponding Switching Combination and function 

Output 

voltage 

S1 

(1=close 

0=open) 

S2 S3 S4 S5 S6 S7 S8 Output function, u 

2Vdc 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Vdc 0 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 1 

0 0 0 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 

- Vdc 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 0 -1 

-2Vdc 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 -2 

 
The four-wire system requires four identical capacitors Cdc be connected in series. The five levels achievable through 
this inverter are Vdc,2Vdc,-Vdc,-2Vdc and zero, referred as states+1,+2,-1,-2 0, respectively. Table I gives the output 
voltage across the points i(i = a, b,c) and n’ for different switch combinations. As a consequence of the split-capacitor 
topology, balancing the voltages becomes significant to result in the proper compensation of harmonics, reactive 
power, and unbalances in the load. Hence, the compensator includes a chopper circuit, as shown in Fig. 1, to counter 
the voltage imbalances in the capacitors. 

II. COMPENSATION CONTROL ALGORITHM  
The reference currents (i∗fa, i∗fb, and i∗fc) for the compensator are generated using the instantaneous symmetrical 
component theory [18]. When these currents are injected using the VSI into the point of common coupling (PCC), the 
source currents become balanced and sinusoidal. The reference currents are given by 

푖∗ = 푖 − 푖 = 푖 −
푣 + 훾(푣 − 푣 )

∆ (푃 + 푃 ) 
 

푖∗ = 푖 − 푖 = 푖 −
푣 + 훾(푣 − 푣 )

∆
푃 + 푃  

 

푖∗ = 푖 − 푖 = 푖 −
푣 + 훾(푣 − 푣 )

∆ 푃 + 푃  
 
Where, ∆= ∑ 푣, , , 훾 = ( )

√
 

φ being the desired power factor angle. 
 
For a unity power factor (UPF) operation ,γ is set to zero. The aforementioned algorithm works well for any type of 
load that may be unbalanced, reactive, and nonlinear or any combination of the above. The term Plavg, which represents 
the average or mean power of the load, is obtained through a moving average filter (MAF). The window size of the 
filter is either one full or half cycle, depending on whether the load currents contain even harmonics or not. As a 
consequence, the MAF gives a faster response in the case of transient load conditions. The losses of the inverter, 
denoted as Ploss, are generated using a capacitor voltage PI controller. The loss term can be given as 

푃 = 퐾 푒 + 퐾 푒 푑푡 
Where Kp and Ki are the proportional and integral constants, respectively, and e is the error equal to 2Vdcref − (Vdc1 
+Vdc2). As a result of the outer loop PI control action, the total voltage across the dc link is regulated at the desired 
value 2Vdcref by drawing the required power from the three-phase supply through a set of balanced sinusoidal 
currents. In other words, the sum of Vdc1 and Vdc2 is maintained constant. The expression for the load neutral current 
can be given as 
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The symbol < > represents the average value over a cycle. If I0avg is zero, then the neutral current is responsible only 
for causing ripples in the capacitor voltage whose average is zero over a cycle and does not result in significant 
problem if the Capacitance values are sufficiently large. Assuming a positive value for I0avg, it is evident that Vdc2 
will increase and Vdc1 will reduce over time. The rate of voltage change depends on the magnitude of the dc 
component of the neutral current. Now, the objective of the inner loop must be to regulate the individual voltages to 
their reference values. Both control actions must ensure that the total voltage, as well as individual voltages, is constant 
for the proper tracking of the reference currents. 

III. CURRENT CONTROL TECHNIQUE  

In order to track the desired set of reference currents extracted through, a suitable current control technique is adopted. 
Hysteresis control is a widely used current control technique in most of the Distribution Static Compensator 
(DSTATCOM) applications because of its ease of implementation, fast dynamic response, inherent peak current-
limiting capability, etc. [19]–[21]. Existing techniques in literature involve adapting the modulation period, double 
band modulation, etc. to achieve constant or reduced frequency of operation [22]–[24]. In the case of a three-level 
inverter, the zero voltage level should be applied at appropriate instants so that reduction of switching frequency is 
achieved. The switching logic must ensure there is no successive transition between +1 and −1 states, as this will 
increase the frequency of switching. In order to obtain a reduced frequency of operation and reduced tracking error, an 
improved three-level hysteresis current control technique has been suggested [25]. The improved scheme, using a 
double band switching, results in a low tracking error, low total harmonic distortion in the source currents, and lower 
switching losses apart from reducing the frequency of operation. This is achieved by monitoring the previous input 
state u previous (+1,−1, or 0) which has been applied. Moreover, the scheme does not require the estimation of slope of 
the currents to be tracked in order to insert the zero voltage level. The improved switching algorithm can be given as 
 
The five-level hysteresis can be defined as follows 
Let error, e= icabc –푖∗  
Where icabc = actual inverter current and 푖∗ = reference compensation current 
Let ‘h’ be the width of inner hysteresis band and 훿 be the width of outer hysteresis band. Then the output function is 
given as 

u = 

⎩
⎪
⎨

⎪
⎧
−2,          푖푓 e ≥ 훿   
−1,     푖푓 ℎ ≤ 푒 < 훿
0, 푖푓 − ℎ ≤ 푒 < ℎ 
1, 푖푓 − 훿 < 푒 ≤ −ℎ

2, 푖푓 푒 ≤ −훿 ⎭
⎪
⎬

⎪
⎫

 

 
where error is the difference between the reference current and the actual current injected into the PCC, h and δ are the 
widths of hysteresis band and dead zone, respectively, and u and u previous are the present and past input states 
applied, respectively. 

IV. DC CAPACITORS VOLTAGE EQUALIZATION  

The voltage balance between positive capacitors and negative capacitors is controlled be the voltage balancing 
controller which is already presented. For the voltage balance among two positive capacitors and two negative 
capacitors a voltage balancing circuit is required. It is described as follows. 
 
VOLTAGE BALANCING CIRCUIT 
 
The voltage balancing circuit consisting of two bi-directional buck-boost choppers is shown in figure 3.1. For an ideal 
operation of compensator no DC mean current flows into nodes P1, N1 shown in figure 3.1. But due to unequal 
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charging and discharging of practical capacitances, switching losses in the inverter a small amount of DC mean current 
flows into nodes P1 and N1. The amount of DC current depends on the duty factor of the node and active power 
component of the load current which is given in [18].The effect is that one capacitor gets over charged and they would 
be discharged. Therefore if this DC mean current is countered by injecting equal and opposite DC current into the 
respective node the capacitor voltages are restored to set values. The principle of chopper operation is that transfer of 
energy from over charging capacitor to discharging capacitor. If iP1 is mean current flowing into node P1 and icp is the 
current through positive chopper, at steady state iP1=횤̅  then VP2-P1=VP1-O. 
 
CONTROLLER FOR VOLTAGE BALANCING CIRCUIT 
 

The controller for chopper circuit is shown in figure3.2.Controller for the positive chopper circuit is shown in 
the figure; the controller is similar for the negative chopper circuit. 

The voltages VP1-P2 and VP2-O are compared and given as input to a PI controller which ensures the voltage 
balance at steady state. The output of PI controller is the reference current for the chopper and is compared to actual 
chopper current. The error is compared with a fixed frequency triangular carrier wave and the comparator provides the 
current control for the chopper. 

 

 
Fig 2.Current controller for voltage balancing circuit 

 
V. SIMULATION STUDY  

 
SIMULATION PARAMETERS 

Supply voltages 200 V ( L-N peak) , 50 Hz 
Three phase rectifier load 30+j6.28Ω 
Single phase semi-converter loads 100+j12.56 Ω 
Filter inductor  (Lf, Rf) 3mH, 1m Ω 
Chopper inductor (Lch, Rch) 20mH, 1m Ω 
PI controller gains K1= 20, I1=100, K2=0.1, I2=0.1, K3=0.1, I3=0.1, K4=0.1, 

I4=0.1 
Proportional gains for chopper current controllers 0.2 
outer hysteresis band, +훿 +0.15 
Inner hysteresis band, +h +0.05 

 

.  
Fig 3.Referance compensation current  
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Fig 4.Capacitors voltage with Chopper circuits OFF for no DC offset in load 

 

 
Fig 5 Capacitors voltage with chopper circuits ON for no Dc offset in load 

 
 

 
Fig 6.Line voltage at inverter ac terminals 

 
Fig 7Tracking of compensation current by inverter 

 
Fig 8.Compensated source currents of phases a, b and c 
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(a) 

 
(b) 

 
(c) 

Fig 9.FFT analysis for compensated source current of(a) phase a,(b) phase b (c)  phase c 
 

 
Fig 10. Capacitors voltage with DC offset in load without voltage balancing controller 

 

 
Fig 11. line voltage at inverter ac terminals with capacitor voltage imbalance 
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Fig 12. Capacitors voltages with voltage balancing controller and choppers ON 

 

 
(a) 

 
(b) 

Fig 13. tracking of compensation current with (a) capacitors voltage unbalance (b) balanced capacitors voltage 

 
Fig 14. Source current in phase a, b and c after harmonic compensation 
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(c) 

Fig 15 FFT analysis of source current in (a) phase a (b) phase b (c) phase c 
 

COMPARISON OF HARMONIC COMPENSATION WITH THREE- LEVEL INVERTER 
 
The source current after harmonic compensation with 3-level inverter is shown below. 

 
(a) 

 
(b) 

Fig 16. (a) source current after harmonic compensation with three-level inverter(b) Its THD 
 

The THD of the source current is found to be7.72% where it is only 3.29% with five-level diode clamped inverter. 

VI.CONCLUSION 
In this paper, the voltage imbalance problem in split capacitor configuration, due to dc components in the neutral 
current, has been discussed in detail. Moreover, a simple technique of carrier-based error control has been suggested for 
the inverter-chopper circuit in order to correct the capacitor voltage imbalances. Relevant expressions for the carrier 
frequency used and the magnitude of dc current responsible for voltage drift in diode clamped inverters are derived. 
Simulation and experimental studies have been carried out on a DSTATCOM application using an improved three-
level hysteresis control for tracking the compensator currents. The experimental results obtained closely correspond 
with simulation, verifying the proposed control scheme for the chopper. 

REFERENCES 
[1] A. Nabae, I. Takahashi, and H. Akagi, “A new neutral-point-clamped PWM inverter,” IEEE Trans. Ind. Appl., vol. IA-17, no. 5, pp. 518–523, 

Sep./Oct. 1981. 
[2] J. Rodriguez, J. Lai, and F. Z. Peng, “Multilevel inverters: A survey of topologies, controls, and applications,” IEEE Trans. Ind. Electron., vol. 

49, no. 4, pp. 724–738, Aug. 2002. 
[3] D. W. Kang, B. K. Lee, J. H. Jeon, T. J. Kim, and D. S. Hyun, “A symmetric carrier technique of CRPWM for voltage balance method of flying-

capacitor multilevel inverter,” IEEE Trans. Ind. Electron., vol. 52, no. 3, pp. 879–888, Jun. 2005. 
[4] M. Fracchia, T. Ghiara, M. Marchesoni, and M. Mazzucchelli, “Optimized modulation techniques for the generalized N-level inverter,” in Proc. 

IEEE Power Electron. Spec. Conf., Toledo, Spain, 1992, pp. 1205–1213. 
[5] F. Defay, A. Llor, andM. Fadel, “A predictive control with flying capacitorbalancing of a multicell active power filter,” IEEE Trans. Ind. 

Electron.,vol. 55, no. 9, pp. 3212–3220, Sep. 2008. 

3.96 3.965 3.97 3.975 3.98 3.985 3.99 3.995 4
-10

-8

-6

-4

-2

0

2

4

6

8

10

Time

is
a



 
    ISSN (Print)  : 2320 – 3765 
    ISSN (Online): 2278 – 8875 

 
International Journal of Advanced Research in  Electrical, 

Electronics and Instrumentation Engineering 
(An ISO 3297: 2007 Certified Organization) 

Vol. 4, Issue 10, October 2015 
 

Copyright to IJAREEIE                                          DOI: 10.15662/IJAREEIE.2015.0410075                                                          8282          
 

[6] M. Sayeedifard, R. Iravani, and J. Pou, “Analysis and control of DC-capacitor-voltage-drift phenomenon of a passive front-end five-level 
converter,” IEEE Trans. Ind. Electron., vol. 54, no. 6, pp. 3255–3266, Dec. 2007. 

[7] C. S. Ma, T. J. Kim, D.W. Kang, and D. S. Hyun, “A simple control strategy for balancing the DC-link voltage of neutral-point-clamped inverter 
at low modulation index,” in Proc. IECON, Nov. 2–6, 2003, pp. 2167–2172. 

[8] J. H. Suh, C. H. Choi, and D. S. Hyun, “A new simplified space-vector PWM method for three-level inverters,” in Conf. Rec. APEC, Mar. 14–18, 
1999, pp. 515–520. 

[9] Y. H. Lee, R. Y. Kim, and D. S. Hyun, “A novel SVPWM strategy considering DC-link balancing for a multilevel voltage source inverter,” in 
Proc. IEEE Appl. Power. Electron. Conf., Mar. 14–18, 1999, pp. 509–514. 

[10] R. Vargas, P. Cortes, U. Ammann, J. Rodriguez, and J. Pont, “Predictive control of a three-phase neutral point clamped inverter,” IEEE Trans. 
Ind. Electron., vol. 54, no. 5, pp. 2697–2705, Oct. 2007. 

[11] F. Z. Peng, “A generalized multilevel inverter topology with self voltage balancing,” IEEE Trans. Ind. Appl., vol. 37, no. 2, pp. 611–618, 
Mar./Apr. 2001. 

[12] M. Marchesoni and P. Tenca, “Diode-clamped multilevel converters: A practicable way to balance DC-link voltages,” IEEE Trans. Ind. 
Electron., vol. 49, no. 4, pp. 752–765, Aug. 2002. 

[13] G. P. Adam, S. J. Finney, A. M. Massoud, and B.W.Williams, “Capacitor balance issues of the diode-clamped multilevel inverter operated in a 
quasi two-state mode,” IEEE Trans. Ind. Electr 

 
 

 

 


